
In 1977, the Master of Business Administration program 
became the first graduate program in the College of Business 
to be offered at St. Ambrose University. In 1984, the program 
was officially named the H.L. McLaughlin MBA program 
after a prominent area businessman. Over 41 years later, the 
program continues to evolve to meet the needs of business 
professionals and the organizations they serve. 

THE ST. AMBROSE DIFFERENCE 
•	 Flexible and individualized. The H.L. McLaughlin MBA 

program provides an ideal educational opportunity for busy 
professionals. St. Ambrose MBA students are able to earn 
a nationally accredited master of business administration 
degree entirely online.

•	 An integrative curriculum. In today’s business world, more 
corporations are solving complex problems by bringing 
together departmental representatives to tackle projects 
as teams, where members must understand each other’s 
function and role in the process to be successful. The St. 
Ambrose MBA curriculum is designed with these particular 
business needs in mind. The St. Ambrose approach is totally 
integrated: integration of business disciplines, integration 
of people in teams, plus integration of values and practice. 
The result—St. Ambrose MBA graduates are able to design 
solutions for today’s complex organizational environments.

•	 Experienced and engaged faculty. One of the program’s 
greatest strengths is faculty who bring to the classroom 

a mixture of academic training and experience-based 
perspective, a teaching commitment focused on student 
learning, and an emphasis on ethics, social responsibility 
and leadership.

MISSION 
The mission of the H.L. McLaughlin MBA program is to provide 
broad theoretical and practical graduate level business 
education and skills, with an emphasis on social responsibility. 
Faculty focus is on student learning, preparing graduates to 
understand the complexities of business and solve diverse 
business problems. 

ACCREDITATION 

The St. Ambrose H.L. McLaughlin MBA program is nationally 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Business Schools 
and Programs (ACBSP). St. Ambrose University is accredited by 
the Higher Learning Commission (HLC). 

PROGRAM STRUCTURE 

If students enter the program in Fall 1 or Spring 1, they can 
complete the MBA program in a little over 14 months by going 
full-time (taking two courses per session). There are two eight 
week sessions in the fall, two eight week sessions in the spring, 
and one summer session. This program is completed entirely 
online.

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
THE H.L. MCLAUGHLIN MBA PROGRAM



CURRICULUM 

The MBA degree requires successful completion of 36 credit 
hours. MBA candidates must complete eight core courses and 
four concentration courses. All courses are 3 credit hours.

Required Core Courses (24 hours)
MBA 600 	 Data Analysis for Decision Making
MBA 606 	 Accounting for Managers
MBA 615 	 Ethical and Social Responsibility of Business
MBA 621 	 Human Behavior in Organizations
MBA 626 	 Managerial Economics
MBA 675 	 Financial Management
MBA 680 	 Marketing Management
MBA 800 	 Strategic Management

Required Concentration Courses (12 hours)
Students are required to complete a concentration consisting 
of four courses. Concentrations in Leadership, and General 
Business have been developed for students who wish to focus 
their studies in a specific discipline.

Leadership (take any four)
MOL 501 Leadership Theory
MOL 529 Conflict Management
MOL 540 Leadership Communication
MOL 625 Leading Organizational Change
MBA 690 Leadership Through People Skills
MBA 691 Dialogics
MOL 701 Strategic Leadership

General Business
Choose a combination of any four courses that are offered as 
electives.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

Students with a bachelor’s degree in any field may apply for 
admission to St. Ambrose University H.L. McLaughlin MBA 
Program. Students may be admitted any session. However, 
we can only guarantee the 6 session completion schedule to 
students entering Fall 1 or Spring 1. The Admissions Committee 
evaluates each candidate as an individual. The admission 
decision is based on: work experience, undergraduate 
coursework, academic achievement, life experiences, and 
professional achievements.
Each candidate must complete and submit a professional 
portfolio, which includes the following:

1. Official transcripts from each undergraduate and graduate 
school attended must be sent to the program coordinator

2. Professional resumé
3. Writing sample

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

The St. Ambrose University Office for Financial Aid provides 
information on loans for graduate studies. In addition, 
the College of Business has a limited number of research 
assistantships available.
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